
 

CCKK TRAVEL SERVICES    
 

ITINERARY  

ZIMRIYAH CHORALE GROUP TRIP TO ISRAEL 

AUGUST 8 – 26, 2010 

 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 
DEPARTURE FOR ISRAEL 

 

Your EL AL Flight #6 departs LAX at 1:45PM ï please be at the EL AL Counter in the Tom 

Bradley International Terminal 3 ï 3 ½ hours before departure.  Carole Kracer of CK 

Travel Services will be there to facilitate a smooth check-in process. 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 9 
WELCOME TO ISRAEL  

 

Touch down this afternoon at Ben Gurion International Airport. Before 

clearing passport control a MABAT representative will be waiting to 

welcome you. He will facilitate your passage through passport control, 

luggage identification and handling and escort you through customs to your 

awaiting guide, driver and bus.  
 

Before arriving to you hotel drive to Rabin Square, the site where Yitzhak 

Rabin, the late Prime Minister of Israel was assassinated on November 4, 

1995 when leaving a peace rally.  Pay a moment of homage. 
 

Drive to your hotel and check in, unpack and refresh. 
 

Enjoy a Welcome Dinner in your hotel this evening. 

OVERNIGHT:  TAL HOTEL, TEL AVIV  
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10 
TEL AVIV ACQUAINTANCE TOUR 

 

After breakfast meet your guide, driver and bus and begin your touring program. 
 

Your first stop will be at the Ayalon Institute Museum, situated north of the 

city of Rehovot. This was the first ñclandestineò bullet production factory 

operated by pioneering groups during British Mandate rule. After viewing an 

audio-visual presentation discover the secret entrance to the underground 

bullet factory, which was so successfully disguised from the British! 
 

On to Independence Hall located in the home of Meir Dizengoff the first 

Mayor of Tel Aviv.  Here on May 14th, 1948, David Ben Gurion, who 

became the first Prime Minister, declared the independence of the new 

Jewish State.  ñOn the Basis of our historical rights (biblical right s) we are 

building today a democratic Jewish State.  We extend our hands to our 

neighbors for peace, because it is our belief and legacy as wellò, said Ben 

Gurionò. 
 

Proceed along the well-known Rothschild Boulevard, where you can see 

excellent examples of Bauhaus Architecture from the 1930's, some of which 

have been recently beautifully restored. 
 

On to the famous Shenkin Street which is considered the ñGreenwich Villageò 

of Tel Aviv, with its unusual coffee bars, boutiques and restaurants.  
 



 

Next, take a stroll along Tel Avivôs popular Nachalat Benjamin 

Pedestrian Mall. On Tuesdays, the mall is transformed into an artisanôs 

paradise with performing street entertainers, music and an array of hand 

made crafts and jewelry stalls. 

 

Visit the new spectacular ñPalmach Museumò. Through a modern multi-

media presentation view the history of the Palmach from 1941 to the War of 

Independence and the establishment of the State of Israel. The story tells of 

the struggle against the British, the illegal immigration, reflecting the 

motivation and dedication of the youth in their fight for independence. 
 

Return to your hotel. 
 

The rest of the evening is at leisure. 

OVERNIGHT:  TAL HOTEL, TEL AVIV  
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11 
 

ALONG THE MEDITERRANEAN COASTLINE  
 

After breakfast check out of the hotel. Meet your guide, driver and bus 

and travel to the ancient city of Caesarea built by Herod the Great and 

once the seat of Roman rule and visit the excavated Roman Theater 

echoing theatrical performances of long ago.  Today, this theatre still 

serves as a spectacular venue for concerts and music festivals.  View 

some of the most recent excavations including the newly uncovered hippodrome (a stadium 

used for chariot races). A little way on, hugging the seashore, is an aqueduct once used for 

conveying the city's water.  Almost 1000 years ago, the Crusaders rebuilt and fortified part of 

the city. 
 

View the Caesarea Harbor project where a fascinating cinematic exhibition will take you on 

an enchanted voyage throughout the history of Caesarea.   As you journey through the 

various eras, encounter the diversity of the cultures that ruled the city at different points 

throughout history.  
 

Drive on via Haifaôs Panoramic Road from where you will be able to 

see the golden dome of the Bahai Shrine that is set amid beautiful 

gardens, and serves as a significant landmark of the city.  On a clear day, 

you can see from the Haifa Bay to as far north as Mt Hermon, all the way 

across Israel. 
 

Drive on to the ancient city of Akko (Acre).  This was once the Crusader 

capital of the North and now a city of mixed Arab and Jewish 

populations. Walk on the city walls to the harbor, and through the colorful 

markets, to visit the huge underground Crusader Halls. These Halls were 

once part of the hostels established by the Crusaders as accommodations 

for their pilgrims and used as a hospital for their injured warriors.   
 

Drive further along the Mediterranean coastline, where Israel 

meets Lebanon, head for the grottos of Rosh Hanikra where a 

cable car will lower you into the scenic depths of the white 

grottos lapped by aquamarine waves.   
 

Drive along the Lebanese border and see the front line where our soldiers crossed over into 

Lebanon during the second war with Lebanon and overlook the battlefields.  Your guide will 

give you an overview as to the current situation as it stands in this area.  
 

Drive on to your hotel and check in. Dinner is included for you tonight at the hotel.  

OVERNIGHT:  PASTORAL HOTEL KFAR BLUM, GALILEE  
 

 



 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12 
ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTH  

 

After breakfast this morning visit the Manara Cliff. Ascend by the longest cable car in Israel. 

A most magnificent view is offered from the top. As you descend the Manara cliff enjoy the 

beautiful view of the Golan Heights, the Hermon Mountain and the Hula Valley.  
 

Then drive to the springs and waterfall of Banias, one of the sources of 

the Jordan River. Here enjoy a nature walk along the Nature Reserve. 

Banias, (Caesarea Phillipi) was a pagan city dedicated to the god Pan and 

was reconstructed in ancient times by Philip, the son of Herod. Here Saint 

Peter made his proclamation of faith in Jesus, who declared him the rock 

on which he would build his Church and promised him the key to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Your next stop is the observation point on Mount Bental, on the Golan 

Heights, overlooking the Mount Hermon area and the entire Golan 

Heights. From here you can see the mountains of the Galilee and 

Lebanon, and eastward into Syria. A dormant volcano, Mount Bental is 

also an eye-opening lesson in how this part of ñthe Land of Israel ò was 

physically created. 
 

Have the very special privilege of being the guests of an Armoured 

Brigade on their base. This Brigade has a heroic history of stopping 

the advance of the Syrian army during the Yom Kippur War. Upon 

arrival, you will be taken on a guided tour of the base, including the 

Heritage Room. During your visit meet and talk with soldiers and 

officers stationed there. (All arrangements are pending Military  Authorities' permission ). 
 

Continue on to Safed. Although it is only in this century that Jews have begun 

to return to the land of Israel in large numbers, there has been a continuous 

Jewish presence in the mountaintop town of Safed for the past 2,000 years. 

Safed is one of the Four Holy Cities according to tradition and is known for its 

mystical atmosphere and Kabbalistic studies.  This town was a center of 16th 

century mysticism and is still a magnet for spiritual 'searchers'. 
 

Take in the special ambience of this town of contrasts, where ancient synagogues and 

modern art galleries exist side by side.  As you wander through the narrow, winding alleys, 

visit the beautiful synagogues and browse through the artistsô workshops and galleries found 

in the flourishing artists' quarter. 
 

End the day at a Circassian village. An ethnic group from the 19th 

century, who, due to pressure from the Ottoman regime, moved to 

Middle Eastern countries, where they largely assimilated, while still living 

there as a distinguishable minority. Most (if not all) Circassians have 

converted to Islam. You will be escorted through the 'Circassian 

Museum' and then these unique people will host you in there homes 

for dinner as you hear about their unique way of life. 
 

Return to your hotel. 

OVERNIGHT:  PASTORAL HOTEL KFAR BLUM, GALILEE  
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13 

FROM THE GALILEE TO JERUSALEM  
 

After breakfast, check -out of your hotel and drive to the Mount of 

Beatitudes.  This lovely spot is where Jesus gave his Sermon on the Mount.  

The view is beautiful from here. 
 

Continue via Tiberias, capital of the Galilee, situated on the shores of Yam 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam


 

Kinneret (Sea of Galilee ). This is one of the four Jewish Holy Cities and 

site of the tombs of Maimonides, Rabbi Akiva and many other 

outstanding Sages. Famous Hot Springs known throughout the ages for 

their curative powers are located in this scenic lakeside resort. 
 

Now drive down the Jordan Rift and ascend to Jerusalem.  Upon your first view of the 

eternal Holy City we will stop for a moment's reflection and prayer.  Participate in an age-old 

tradition by saying the a blessing as pilgrims did when approaching Jerusalem throughout 

history. 
 

Stop off at Machane Yehuda Shuk (Market ), Jerusalem's open market 

providing vegetables, fruit, spices and other foods. This market is vibrant 

with color, redolent with scents and alive with vendors crying out the value 

of their products 
 

Check into you hotel, unpack and refresh. 
 

Towards evening . . . . . 
 

WELCOME SHABBAT AT THE KOTEL (WESTERN WALL) 
 

As the sun sets preparations will be made for welcoming the Shabbat 

at the Kotel (Western Wall ). As you enter the Old City, look around you 

and notice how people from all corners of the world enter through the 

various gates with one purpose in mind, to welcome the Shabbat Bride at 

the holiest place on earth for Judaism. 
 

Shabbat Dinner is included for you at the Fuchsberg Guest House. (To be confirmed)  

OVERNIGHT:  FUCHSBERG GUEST HOUSE, JERUSALEM  
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST  

SHABBAT SHALOM! 
No guide or touring services are provided today.  

 

Perhaps these suggestions will give you some good ideas as to the how, what and where of 

the city. 
 

É You may wish to attend services and hear the choir at the beautiful Great 

Synagogue. 
 

É Or maybe stroll through Liberty Bell Park, a favorite gathering place for families. 
                    

É If you want to revisit the Old City, you can make your way through the neighborhood 

of Yemin Moshe and continue to the Arab "Shuk" (marketplace ) where bargaining is 

the name of the game! 

 

É Walk to the Tower of David Museum, just inside Jaffa gate ï see Jerusalem 

through the ages. 
 

As the sun sets take a walk down Ben Yehuda Street. On Saturday nights, Ben Yehuda 

Street is one of the favorites gathering places for young Jerusalemites. There are many 

artists displaying their jewelry and crafts, as well as sidewalk cafes. 

OVERNIGHT:  FUCHSBERG GUEST HOUSE, JERUSALEM  
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15 
  

OPTIONAL TOUR TO MASADA AND THE DEAD SEA AREA  
Please remember to bring your hats,  

swimming suits and suntan lotion with you today!  
 

You will have an early morning departure today to the Dead Sea area, traveling south  



 

through the Judean Wilderness - a place of refuge and shelter for Jews since time 

immemorial. 
 

Arrive at Masada and ascend the cliff-top fortress by cable car.  As you 

explore the ancient remains of fortifications, King Herod's palaces, 

storerooms and baths, you will hear about the spirit of its last Jewish 

defenders.  These Zealots held out for three years against the legions 

of Flavius Silva and chose to die as free men at their own hands in 

preference to Roman slavery.  From the top of Masada, the outlines of 

the Roman encampments are still visible below.  Descend by cable car.  

It is possible to descend on foot via the snake path. 
 

Continue along the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth, and arrive at a 

lovely hotel, located on the shores of the Dead Sea.  Here we will have 

lunch and enjoy a swim in the hotel's swimming pool or go down to their 

private beach to experience a therapeutic dip in the Dead Sea.  Let the 

buoyant waters support you as you relax on your back and think of nothing 

else but the sea and salt all around you.  
 

The hotel also provides excellent Spa facilities (Please note that entrance to 

the Spa and all Spa treatments are not included in the cost.  It is  

   advisable to reserve these treatments well in advanc e.)  
 

Time permitting; stop off at the desert oasis of Ein Gedi with its lush 

greenery and cool waterfalls.  You will be able to appreciate the unique and 

flourishing flora and fauna of this area and you may be lucky enough to 

catch a glimpse of a few beautiful Ibex and Orex hiding in the surrounding 

mountains.  Hike deeper into the coolness of this desert oasis to enjoy the 

rush of a cascading waterfall in all its natural beauty.  This is the place 

where King David hid from King Saul during Biblical times. 
 

Return to Jerusalem.  

OVERNIGHT:  FUCHSBERG GUEST HOUSE, JERUSALEM  
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 ï WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 
 

THE 22ND ZIMRIYA 

WORLD ASSEMBLY OF CHOIRS IN ISRAEL 
No guide or touring services are provi ded these days . 

A Shuttle Bus is provided from 8:00AM to 11:00PM 
 

OVERNIGHT:  FUCHSBERG GUEST HOUSE, JERUSALEM  
 

TOURS FOR NON-SINGERS: 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 
 

OPTIONAL TOUR OF THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM  
                            (For  those not  participating  in the Zimriya)  

 

Begin the day at the Mount of Olives an area that affords a beautiful 

view of the city, especially the Old City and is rich in historical sites.  
 

Next, view the city from a special angle as you walk on the walls of the Old 

City from the Jaffa Gate to the Zion Gate. The magnificence of the Old City 

and its surrounding areas can be fully appreciated from this unique 

viewpoint. See the different gates that adorn the circumventing walls ï each 

gate has a fascinating story and is part of the history of Jerusalem. From this birdôs eye view 

you will be able to see the various quarters of the Old City. 
 

On to Mount Zion flanked on one side by the wall of the Old City. Arrive at King David's  



 

tomb, which is made of stone and carries silver crowns of the Torah. Also 

visit the Hall of the Last Supper where it is said Jesus had his last meal with 

his disciples. 
 

Enter through the Zion Gate and walk through the Old 

City, to the Jewish Quarter that was reconstructed after 

the city was unified at the conclusion of the Six-Day War 

in 1967.  Walk along the restored Jewish Quarter to the 

"Cardo" , meaning the "heart"  of this ancient Byzantine 

City.  View the unearthed main Roman thoroughfare and 

ancient marketplace lined with columns.   
 

Take time for a moment of prayer at the holy Western Wall, and follow the tradition of 

many from around the world that placed their prayers in the cracks of the wall. 
 

Near the Western Wall visit the archaeological discoveries excavated in a 

vast, concealed tunnel along the Western Wall.  Inside, a fascinating 

model shows the different dwelling periods and history of the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem.  Digging at this site exposed a continuous wall, almost 448 

meters long. There is one stone reaching the weight of some to 570 tons.  

Some 2,000 square meters of rooms and public halls were discovered, as 

well as a section of the Second Temple road, a Hasmonean water tunnel, a pool and many 

other finds.  Stand on the site believed to be the nearest spot to the "Holy of Holies". 
 

Your guide will meet you when you exit the tunnel in the 

Christian Quarter.  Walk along the Via Dolorosa and follow 

the Stations of the Cross.  Arrive to the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher the place of the crucifixion and the tomb of Christ. 
 

You will enjoy winding through the narrow, busy streets, and colorful Bazaars filled with 

small shops selling bric-a-brac, souvenirs, fragrant spices, rugs, jewelry and pottery. 
 

Return to your hotel.  

OVERNIGHT:  FUCHSBERG GUEST HOUSE, JERUSALEM  
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 
 

OPTIONAL TOUR OF THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALEM  

ZACHOR!    REMEMBER! 
(For  those not participating in the Zimriya)  

 

In the morning, drive via the Knesset, the seat of Israel's Parliament, 

inaugurated in 1966.  Standing opposite the building is a Menorah 

(Candelabra ) symbol of Israel portraying important events in Jewish history. 
 

Proceed to Yad Vashem Museum, the memorial to the six million 

innocent victims of the Holocaust.  Accompanied by a curator walk 

through the new, historical Museum, Children's Hall (pictured), 

Memorial Hall, then view the recently constructed Memorial to the 

Deportees.   
 

Continue to the Military Cemetery on Mount Herzl to pay respects to 

Israel's heroes who gave their lives for their country.  Stop at the graves of 

the fathers of the Nation including Theodore Herzl and the gravesite of 

Israel's late Prime Minister, Yitzhak Rabin. 
 

End the day with a walking tour of Mishkenot Shananeem, the first Jewish neighborhood 

outside of the Old City walls developed by Moshe Montefiore.  Enjoy the special atmosphere 

of this lovely neighborhood.  

OVERNIGHT:  FUCHSBERG GUEST HOUSE, JERUSALEM  
 



 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25 
DAY AT LEISURE 

FAREWELL ï DEPARTURE  
 

Check out of the hotel today by noon ï you may store your luggage in the Guest House 

(donôt forget to get a receipt).  
 

For those on the group flight in the evening a Mabat driver and bus will transfer you to you 

to Ben Gurion International Airport for your departure flight.  There, a MABAT 

representative will be waiting to assist you with your luggage and check-in procedures.   
 

Your EL AL Flight#5 departs Ben Gurion at 1:10AM on THURSDAY, AUGUST 26 and 

you arrive back to LAX at 6:40 the same day! 

 

 

 

SS hhaalloomm  uu''LL eehhii ttrraaoott  
 

 

 

. . .o.0.o. . . 
 

 

 

 

The contents of this itinerary are correct at the time of printing  

but are subject to change without prior notification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operated in Israel by Mabat Platinum Ltd., Touring Services  


